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istorically, the relationship between MNGers, it the majority of the bell stock is there, noThey will all be associated with active centres
and th.e Church was at best Fenyous and at WOhdcause of a demand for it, but because it waaging, some of which may not be connected
downright hostile. Change ringing _evolved as fherited from a former generation. a church, and they will all be very consciot
sport rather.thar) a form of worship, and only How many bells does the ringing communitythat the survival of ringing depends on them.
f]lnce t_he Vlctc[)]rlzn Belfry hReflorm movgmentreally need? Let us conduct a thoughivhat about our heritage?
ave fngers had a muceh closer, and Mo periment and suppose that all the church bell Most ringers value the rich heritage of chur

pO_IS:Ir:IVtE rela_tlonstt_}llphwnh the Churczjh. lati h_towers were destroyed overnight in a disaster gg|is that we have inherited. We like outing
e Bxercise Sl has a very good relalionstiBiplical proportions, and that the Church coulgyhere we can ring in village after village. W
with the Church, but the two are distinct, Wlt?'g

T . . . rovide no funding for their replacement. If theanjoy the good bells, and we relish the challen
each having its own identity. Many ringers ar inaing community had to invest in new rings o R .
churchgoers, but many are not. Som ging y gs 0bf the less good. But this enjoyment comes a

Bells, how many would there be, and where? cost. The bells were i
. , , ) ! . provided by forme
churchgoers ring, but most don't. - ChUIChes g firs; 19 take the initiative in such a drastigenerations, and represent far more capital ti

with a tradition of ringing would miss it were it scenario would undoubtedly be the strong bangse modern ringing community would b
to cease, but many churches manage quite Wil conres of ringing excellence. Blessed WitBrepared to provide, and their existence crea
without any ringing. . he drive, talents and resources to make thing expectation that ringers should be found
Could ringing manage without the Church,,ne, they would just get on and do it. If thBng them all, in order to avoid ‘silent bells’.
In the short term, rnging 1s heavily dependenéhurch authorities were willing, they would Ringing is probably unique amont
on the Church, which owns nearly all the beligeqiore ang re-equip the tower. If it was Noperformance based activities in carrying :
In return for service ringing, ringers get virtuallyy, ey, o find alternative locations. expectation to preserve in use a vast collect
free access (o expensive capital equipment for aSy ey 1o act would be groups of active bandsf inherited artefacts. Many bodies preser
much other ringing as they wish, in more or Ies\%fking together for mutual support. Thehistoric artefacts — museums, English Heritag
any towe.r. Not aI.I nnge.rs.me}ke full use of th.""f*night act under the auspices of a local ringin§lational Trust — but they operate on )
opportunity, but without it ringing as we know "Society, or as an ad hoc group. They woulgompletely different basis, and are not primari
would be much impoverished. healise that the quickest way to get some belfpncerned with performance. Other bodi

The CI:hurctkr: doesn’t have a clomp!ete be nging would be to pool their resources in ongoster and promote performance — in mus
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the number of private rings is ' ' '
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church bells as easily as on church bells. In &qpey mignt plan eventually to replace all Otertainly have no in-built expectation to ‘kee
secular tower there are I|I§ely to be more ringetr o |ost rings, though if the timescale to do thalll pianos played regularly’, or ‘keep ever
focused performances, W.'th. fewer performances%emed unrealistic, they would probably opt fagennis court in regular use’.

at the behest of the building owners, but nat sajjer number, again choosing the best Concern for bell heritage, and an interest
necess_anl)_/ SO. For example, an hour and a h?dfcations for their overall benefit. If rebuildingpe|| preservation, are positive things that ci
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9 P thdividual towers. performance, and only secondly on tt

Ezﬁgf:e: (froic]ve:it\?:teltoo\z?::é blljﬁlfjlsn ;n -I(-:;]VIC Many bands would have neither the will nopreservation and use of old violins. In ringiny
gs. orin p y ; gs. he resources to replace their bells, whicBur objectives are blurred. Trying to keep ¢
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ould thus slip into history, as would all thechyrches’ bells in use competes with the neec
they are rung, but even a couple of hours a wegkq iy towers where there was no current bangocus on developing and replenishing the ski
would match the use that many church bells

When the dust finally settled on thisand human capital of the ringing community.

currently get. And anyone investing in a Nevi o usmic episode, there would be many neprinriti
ring of bells might reasonably expect them to l:;g y P ; Y NPriorities
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in order to justify making t_he Investment, .community needed them, and needed thep ing' but %r how lona will they keeb ringin
e 1 B ol et s
dogen churches close every year, and the tren he ringing community strength of the ringing community as a whole?
might accelerate. Even where churches manage//1at effect would this dramatic tum of |s it better to struggle on in separate towe
to remain open, with dwindling congregationstVents have on the ringers themselves. Ringin@til eventual extinction? Or would it be bette
they might not be able to afford the luxury o]would obviously suffer, but the effects wouldko pand together in one place, with bett
keeping their bells in a ringable state. Ringerd’y enormously. _ training, more effective support, and mol
have historically done a lot to help restore bellg, A\t th€ active end of the spectrum the ringershotivation? Should we not be striving first t
but mostly as a catalyst, where the church (ajwstratlon_at the loss of their bells would b&jevelop high quality ringers with the skills t
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effort to provide replacement bells. At the other The relationship between ringing and tt
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ive up, on the grounds that if there are no bellgould like to retain it. But a church won't kee
hen they don't need ringing. Between thesgs band of ringers alive, and the Church at lar
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the owners of the facilities alter thg pI’OVISIOI’].t(Fing’ and joining one of the surviving bandsgevelop ringihg it it had o stand on its own fe
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reduced, cinemas were converted to other US@is; - : - ;
’ . . ings, includin eography, mobility and
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With  so many bells provided by
organisations whose primary purpose is n
ringing, the link between bell provision and th
underlying needs of the ringing community i
very weak. The number of tennis courts, gym
cinemas, and other activity-specific facilitie
broadly reflects the demand for their use. Wh
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